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ND REALTOR® of the Year Award
At the recent REALTOR® Convention of the 
Dakotas, Amy Hullet, Century 21 Landmark 
Realty, Bismarck, ND received the coveted 
State REALTOR® of the Year Award. This 
award is the highest honor that the State 
Association of REALTORS® can give to its 
members. The selection criteria is judged 
by the REALTORS® activities on the local, 
state and national level, on the amount of 
volunteer activities in their communities, 
personal business accomplishments 
and a high professional REALTORS® 
standard. She was chosen from among 7 
candidates nominated by their local Board 
of REALTORS®.

Hullet, who has been a licensed REALTOR® 
since 2005, currently serves as the 
President of the Bismarck-Mandan Board 
of REALTORS® and was Bismarck-Mandan 
REALTOR® of the Year in 2013.

Hullet has been an active member of the 
association on the national, state and local 
levels by serving on a number of state 
and local committees in membership 

and leadership roles; contributing to the 
REALTOR® Political Action Committee and 
chairing the state convention planning 
committee.

She has been the recipient of numerous 
professional awards through Century 21, 
both at Landmark Realty and regionally.

She also has chaired the annual “North 
Dakota Association of REALTORS® Ring 
Day” Salvation Army fundraiser, the 
United Way “Day of Caring” REALTOR® 
team and the Real Estate-Affi  liate Care 
Team (RE-ACT), which selects worthwhile 
community projects in which to become 
involved.  In 2014, 2015 and 2016, this 
group of REALTORS® and affi  liate members 
contributed backpacks and materials for 
the United Way Back Pack for Kids Food 
Drive.

Hullet is a member of and volunteer at 
Century Baptist Church, and the Bismarck-
Mandan Chamber of Commerce and an 
active volunteer with the Missouri Slope 
Areawide United Way, Ducks Unlimited 
and Kiwanis.

Amy Hullet
2016 State REALTOR® of the Year

Nicole Schoeder
Badland

Jodi Tollefson
Fargo

Jodi Danzl
Grand Forks

Crystal Lytle
Jamestown

Brad Livesay
Minot

Mitzi Bestall
Williston
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President Elite Real Estate
Cindy Harvey 615 S. Broadway
 Minot, ND 58701
 701-838-4040
 cindyharveyrealtor@gmail.com 

President Elect: RE/MAX Realty 1
Lyn Dwyer   1131 Westrac Dr.
 Fargo, ND 58103
 701-566-8755
 lyn.m.dwyer@gmail.com 

Vice President: Park Co. REALTOR®
Ben Schroeder   28 N 10
 Fargo, ND 58102
 701-237-5031
 ben@parkcompany.com 

Past President: Century 21 Morrison Realty
Greg Larson 201 W Front Ave.
 Bismarck, ND 58504
 701-223-6654
 glarson@century21morrison.com

Director at Large: RE/MAX Integrity Realty
Lorrie Nantt      669 12th St. W
 Dickinson, ND 58601
 701-483-9851
 lnantt@remax.net  

Cindy Harvey,
2016 NDAR President      

President’s Message see page 3

2016 Officers

As I approach the end of my term as 
President and prepare to join the ranks 
of the Past Presidents Club, I wanted to 
take a few moments to refl ect on the 
accomplishments of the organization 
over the last year and thank all of the 
members who helped us complete 
another successful year.

Some of the accomplishments were: 

- Approval of new logo
- Approval of printing 3500 policy statement cards
- Approval of 5 Life Membership Applications
- Approval of Taxbot and HotelStorm as member benefi ts
- Disallow any mobile devices at Board meetings
- Dissolve statewide MLS
- New purpose statement for RPAC Fundraising
- Change member category from Affi  liate Member to Business 

Partner
- Successful North Dakota Association of REALTORS® Ring Day
- NDAR Golden RPAC Investor
- Updated retention schedule for course outlines, etc.
- Supported a successful John Smaby (MN) campaign for NAR 

1st VP in 2018
- Recommended mandatory topics to Real Estate Commission
- All boards remained compliant with CORE standards
- All NAR RPAC goals were achieved

Most of these accomplishments would not be possible without 
the leadership of the committee chairs and their members. I 
would like to thank the following for their service and leadership: 
Membership Committee Chair, Todd Anhorn, Government 
Aff airs Chair, Tricia Schlosser, Professional Development Chair, 
David Blumkin, RPAC Fundraising Chair, Scott Breidenbach, 
Technology Chair, Clyde Thorne, Nominating Committee 
Chair, Greg Larson, REALTOR® of the Year Committee Chair, 
Rita Schuster, RPAC Trustees Chair, Barb Grande and Issues 
Mobilization Chair, Dewey Uhlir.

I would also like to send out a special token of gratitude to 
the executive committee members for all of their eff orts and 
hard work this year. I have appreciated the input, feedback and 
sharing of knowledge of our Immediate Past President, Greg 
Larson, our President Elect, Lyn Dwyer, Vice President, Ben 
Schroeder and Director at Large Lorrie Nantt. 
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Hullet continued from page 1

After years of aspiration and 
multiple eff orts, the North Dakota 
Appraisers Association (NDAA) 
has taken fl ight - becoming the 
central voice for the diverse real 
estate appraisal industry in ND!

On Monday, September 12, 2016, 
the 100+ members of the NDAA, elected their fi rst ever slate 
of offi  cers (4) and board of directors (5)!  These dedicated 
volunteers, from all around ND – see below, are excited to serve 
as they move forward to accomplish the purposes of the NDAA: 

To educate and communicate about legislative and regulatory 
issues with members of the appraisal profession or with any 
persons concerned with valuation of real property in North 
Dakota. 

To support the improvement of the Uniform Standards of 
Professional Appraisal Practice (USPAP) and its effective 
enforcement by the North Dakota Real Estate Appraiser 
Qualifi cations and Ethics Board. 

To foster and promote the appraisal profession to the general 
public through education, research, and publications. 

To raise the funds necessary to administer the activities of this 
nonprofi t Corporation and to use such funds to carry out its 
purposes and objectives.  

To promote the public interest and to foster greater public 
trust and confi dence in professional appraisal practice through 
non-partisan interaction with legislative bodies, government 
regulatory agencies, and other related organizations. 

To be an advocate for the appraisers and the appraisal profession 
to ensure that their interests, rights, and independence are 
protected.  

The ND appraisal industry has long needed a unif ied 
organization like the NDAA to be their central voice - to inform, 
guide and educate, not only the real estate appraisers, but also 
the other professionals, legislators and consumers involved 
in the real estate business. The NDAA assists appraisers as 
we incorporate appraisal requirements and practices into 

North Dakota Appraisers Association (NDAA)
our work and take on the 
appraisal challenges unique 
to ND. The NDAA will serve as 
a legitimate source of appraisal 
education and information and 
a beacon of professionalism 
for all involved in this critical 

profession. For more information about the NDAA, contact 
the Offi  cers/Directors (listed below) or visit the website www.
ndappraisers.org

President’s Message continued from page 2

Finally, thank you to all of the NDAR staff. They are a 
tremendously dedicated group of people who have the best 
interests of the organization and the profession in their hearts 
and their heads.

If you are interested in getting more involved in one of these 
roles, please reach out to an existing leader or the NDAR staff . 
I am confi dent it will be for you another example of excellent 
collaboration in your professional life just as it has been for me.

The North Dakota Association of REALTORS® consists of 
approximately 1,780 REALTORS® and 250 Business Partner 
Members with seven local boards throughout the State of 
North Dakota. These local boards and State Association are part 
of the National Association of REALTORS®, “The Voice for Real 
Estate” and America’s largest trade association, representing 
one million members involved in all aspects of the residential 
and commercial real estate industries.

Proud printers of the

ND REALTOR®

1-800-658-3485

Contact Sarah 
for more

information. 
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KNOWLEDGE—INTEGRITY– EXPERIENCE 

34 YEARS OF SERVICE 
RELOCATION SERVICES 

WWW.CENTURY21MORRISON.COM              701.223.6654                 800.657.8089              SLOCKARD@CENTURY21MORRISON.COM 

Shelly Lockard 
Relocation  
Director 

39 Y   S

Since its creation in 1950, the honorary fraternity Omega Tau 
Rho, represented by the Medallion of Service, is awarded by 
the State Associations in recognition of a member’s various 
leadership skills. The Medallion of Service is awarded as a token 
of the high esteem in which inductees are held by their fellow 
Realtors® and symbolizes the recognition and appreciation 
accorded to them for their contributions to the National 
Association of REALTORS® and its affi  liated Institutes, Societies 
and Councils.

Medallions are awarded to those who have honorably 
completed their term of offi  ce as: 

1. An offi  cer or director of the National Association of 
REALTORS®® including members of the Executive 
Committee; or

2. An elected offi  cer of any Institute, Society or Council, 
or a governor or director thereof; or

3. A president of a State Association.

Also eligible are staff  members of the National Association 
of REALTORS®® with 10 years of service, except the Executive 
Vice President, Senior Vice Presidents, Comptroller and General 

Omega Tau Rho

Counsel who are eligible after 1 year. Membership was also 
opened to State REALTORS®® of the Year, REALTOR® Emeriti 
of the National Association, and to Executive Offi  cers of local 
boards and State Associations with 10 years of service. 

Once a medallion is awarded, the recipient is a member for life 
and cannot receive the award again. This award is truly an honor 
as it marks exemplary dedication and service by REALTOR® 
members to their organization.

The 2016 Omega Tau Rho recipients are:

Jill Beck—10 years CEO NDAR—North Dakota Association 
of REALTORS®, Bismarck

*Char Broten—Emeritus—Reuben Liechty REALTORS®, 
Jamestown

Bud Hannah—2016 CRS Chair—RE/MAX In The Hills, 
Spearfi sh, SD

Cindy Harvey—2016 NDAR President—Elite Real Estate, 
Minot

James Hoppe—Emeritus—Century 21 Morrison Realty, 
Bismarck

Jill Beck Bud Hannah Cindy Harvey James Hoppe

* Char Broten not pictured.
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Affordable Home Financing

2016 Good Neighbor Award recipient Diann Loper with the 
2014 recipient Jenny Schuster

Diann Loper of Midstate Realty, Inc, Jamestown received the 
NDAR Good Neighbor Award at the REALTOR® Convention of 
the Dakotas in Fargo, ND. The Good Neighbor Award recognizes 
REALTORS® for their efforts in community and charitable 
service and is awarded every other year during the REALTOR® 
Convention.  

Cindy Harvey, President of the North Dakota Association of 
REALTORS® states, “We created the Good Neighbor Award 
to recognize REALTORS’® eff orts to make their communities 
a better place to live.”   She further explained, “REALTORS® 
are generally very involved in their communities and often 
times, it goes unnoticed.  We want to recognize our members 
who are not only business people, but also give back to their 
communities, dedicating themselves to community services 
projects while serving the needs of their real estate clients.”   

Loper commits much of her volunteer eff orts to the Stutsman 
County Relay for Life and the American Cancer Society. In the 
eight years Loper has been involved, she has helped to raise 
more than $140,000 through business sponsorships and various 
fundraisers and just in the last two years, Loper has donated 
more than 200 hours and given $1,900 of her own money for 
cancer research and education.

Loper became emotional while thanking NDAR members for 
the award saying that this was a very personal mission as she 
has had siblings and a child die of cancer and currently her 
husband and a grandson are battling cancer.

Loper was chosen among other REALTOR® nominees from 
across North Dakota.   

The North Dakota Association of Realtors® consists of 
approximately 1,780 REALTORS® and 284 Affi  liate Members 
with seven local Boards throughout the State of North Dakota. 
These local Boards and State Association are part of the National 
Association of REALTORS®, with a combined membership of 
over 1,000,000, which is the largest trade association in the 
United States.

REALTOR® Association Awards Good Neighbor Award

Business Cards • Letterheads
Envelopes • Posters • Labels

Invoices • Annuals
Directories • Newsletters

Books • and More

Call today for a quote

1-800-658-3485

Printing & PublishingPrinting & Publishing



6

North Dakota REALTOR®

F-M Chips see page 8

Chips From The BoardChips From The Board Fargo-Moorhead Area
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

It has been an eventful few months at FMAAR!

We are excited to share that we held our Annual Awards Gala 
at the Sanctuary Events Center on August 16.  Congratulations 
to FMAAR’s Realtor® of the Year, Jodi Tollefson; Affi  liate of the 
Year, Josh McMenamy; Distinguished Service Award Recipient, 
Steve Lunde; and, Jim Fay Award Recipient, Bill Richter.  We also 
presented 25 Year Pins to Greg Krueger, Shirley Moen, Richard 
Rix, Jeff  Botnen, Michael Klindt, Jim McCreary, Sherry McKinnon, 
Jean Pfau, Peggy Mahar and Dave Kinskey. Emmy Amble and 
Arnie Kuehn were recognized as Life Members.  Special thanks 
to President Cindy and NDAR CEO Jill for attending our event.

Also, at the Awards Gala we elected 2017 Leadership.   
Congratulations to the following newly elected Offi  cers and 
Directors:

FMAAR President Elect – Shawn Ostlie
FMAAR Vice President – Vicky Matson
FMAAR Directors – Michelle Borud and Terry Ellingson
NDAR Directors – Chris Feickert and Emily Johnson
MNAR Director – Paul Krabbenhoft

FMAAR recently held the 2016 Convention of the Dakotas in 
Fargo and hosted 544 Realtor® family registrants.   We were 
proud to provide a convention with top-notch educators and 
entertainers and heard wonderful feedback following the 
Convention.   Thank you to all who sponsored and attended.   
Without you, the event would not have been near as successful.

In October, we upgraded our Supra lockbox system which 
required a full conversion.   We had to call in and swap out 
several thousand lock boxes.   We are happy to report that 
the conversion was relatively uneventful.   Thank you to our 
wonderful FMAAR staff  Jeannie, Jean and Patti for handling 
the transition.

We are now starting to plan our Holiday Party and Silent/Live 
Auction at the Holiday Inn on December 12th.  Entertainment 
will be comedian John DeBoer.   Our RPAC Committee will 
host the Annual Silent Auction and Live Auction with all funds 
raised contributed to Issues and Mobilization.   This year we 
will be utilizing an app where members can bid on items on 
their phones.  They will receive text messages when they are 
outbid.   We are excited to try something new!   Also at the 

Bismarck-Mandan
BOARD OF REALTORS®

This year’s award winners were announced at the Inaugural 
Celebration on November 17.  Congratulations to Kristin Oban 
who was named the REALTOR® of the Year; and to Tammy 
Skogen who was named Affi  liate of the Year.  Both awards are 
based on involvement in the REALTOR® Association, business 
accomplishments, community involvement, and REALTOR® 
Spirit.  A Distinguished Service Award was presented to Lore 
Schneider for her behind-the-scenes hard work on many 
projects in the association and in the community.  All of these 
individuals have been tremendous assets to our organization!

A new slate of offi  cers and directors was elected in August:   
Tricia Schlosser, President; Mary Shelkey-Miller, President-
elect; Desri Neether, Vice President; and Amy Hullet will serve 
as Immediate Past President; and newly-elected directors are 
Heidi Hilzendeger and Darren Schmidt.  Thank you to retiring 
directors Pat Vannett and Lore Schneider, and to retiring offi  cer, 
Kristin Oban.

Our congratulations to our own Amy Hullet who was elected 
NDAR Vice President and also won the NDAR REALTOR® of 
the Year Award.  In addition, she was recognized for her RPAC 
investments with her addition to the NDAR RPAC Hall of Fame.

Over 1,600 items and over $4,000 in cash was donated for 
the Go2Bag campaign.  The contributions will assist students 

Bismarck Chips see page 8
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Jamestown
BOARD OF REALTORS®
The Jamestown Board of REALTORS® hosted a Fair Housing 
Class in August and also a Code of Ethics Class in October of this 
year.  At our monthly meetings this quarter we had speakers 
informing us of Insurance Policies, Jamestown’s Renaissance 
Zone, and we also had the privilege of having Jill and Cindy 
attend our October meeting to install our new offi  cers.  We are 
looking forward to 2017.  

Our 2017 offi  cers will be 
Diann Loper- President; 
Austin Bauer-President 
E l e c t ;  C r y s t a l  Ly t l e 
-Secretary; Geni Hoben - 
Chair; and Kristy Sagaser 
- Pas t  President .    We 
honored Char Broten for 
Omega Tau Rho and Diann 
Loper for winning the 
Good Neighbor Award.   
Our upcoming events will 
be our food drive and our 
Christmas Party in December for charity.

Traci Redlin
Association Executive

Williston
BOARD OF REALTORS®
Several members traveled to Fargo for the 2016 Convention 
of the Dakotas in September.  The convention featured great 
education, entertainment and networking opportunities.  
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Bismarck Chips continued from page 6

Badlands
BOARD OF REALTORS®
October brought some positive statistics with an increase of 
35.9% in residential solds over last October. We had 5% more 
active listings that gave us a 13 month supply of residential 
listings.

Our new board designees will take the Oath of Offi  ce at the 
November General Membership meeting: Nicole Schoeder 
as President; Olivia Wellenstein as President-Elect; Michael 
Schwab as Vice President; Tanna Reopelle as Treasurer; Ninetta 
Wandler as Member at Large and Shirley Dukart will be our 
Past President.

The Badlands Board of REALTORS® (BBR) will have four sites 
for the North Dakota Association of REALTORS® Ring Day on 
December 2nd.

Our newly elected Mayor, Scott Decker spoke to us at our 
October General Membership meeting and gave us insights 
on the state of the city. City Engineer Craig Kubas will be our 
November speaker on the city sidewalks and city street projects.

Three elected candidates who requested contributions from 
the Badlands Board of REALTORS® will be receiving checks 
from our RPAC funds. 

We wish you a wonderful holiday season and a healthy and 
prosperous 2017!

Barb Lupo,
Association Executive

“in transition” and who need a boost of support to get them 
through diffi  cult times.  The backpacks and duffl  e bags include 
items like soap, shampoo, notebooks, pens, nail clippers, etc.

The association has been involved in a Mayor’s task force on 
funding infrastructure, a revision to the Mandan sign ordinance, 
and on a committee addressing infi ll development in Bismarck.  
We were also a major sponsor of The Chamber’s State of the 
Cities Address where the mayors from Bismarck and Mandan 
gave updates and answered questions.

The annual planning retreat was held in October and plans 
quickly launched for addressing the priority issues.   2017 
committee sign-ups will begin shortly.  

A remodeling of the REALTOR® Association Building that we co-
own with NDAR will begin in a couple of weeks. We’re anxious 
for a little more elbow room!

Market stats for the year are showing a 2% increase in residential 
units sold with a 1% downward adjustment in sales price.  The 
community of Lincoln has seen the most growth in single family 
home sales year to date.

Topics covered at monthly membership lunches included 
Bismarck Police Department Offi  cer Clint Fuller giving tips for 
safety, and in October we heard updates from commercial 
brokers on new and existing projects.

RPAC celebrated a stellar year in fundraising via dues billing, 
auction, phone bank and personal contacts. The group also 
screened legislative candidates and selected those to receive 
RPAC support for their campaigns.

Nancy Deichert,
Association Executive

F-M Chips continued from page 6

Holiday Party, members may bring a toy or other item needed 
to benefi t The Boys and Girls Club.  The evening promises to 
be fun and entertaining.

 Happy Holidays!

Marti Kaiser,
Association Executive

Now that it’s Fall, there’s no better time 
to get the best deals on hotels, available 
just for members of the North Dakota 
Association of REALTORS®. We’ve partnered 
with HotelStorm to offer our members 
exclusive savings continuing all season 

long. Whether you’re planning to book 
Thanksgiving accommodations or traveling 
out-of-state to watch the leaves change with 
loved ones, you’ll always get the best rates. 
Click on the link below and use  password 
NDARMEMBER to unlock savings
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Grand Forks Area
Association of REALTORS®
Fall is here and the weather has been fairly warm. If it just would 
quit raining so the famers could fi nish up, fall would be perfect. 
The market in the Grand Forks Area is study as compared to 
past years. The number of sold units is up by almost 5%, total 
sales volume is up by 5%, while days on market has increased 
12 days. Inventory is still tight, it seems to be losing up a little. 
This could be a record year if things progress as expected.

In 2008 the Grand Forks Area Association of REALTORS® 
established a Scholarship fund in memory of Robert (Bob) 
Freeberg. Bob was a believer in state and local board 
participation and NEVER missed a State Convention. So in honor 
of Bob each year we will award a registration scholarship to 
send a New Member to the ND/SD REALTOR® Convention of the 
Dakotas. This winner for 2016 was Christin McDonald.

The Committees of the Grand Forks Board of REALTORS® has 
been very busy in the past few months. The Public Relations 
Committee is participating in a Giving Tree program through 
the Grand Forks County Social Services. Christmas for six 
needy families in the Grand Forks area will be much more 
festive because of the generosity of the Members and Business 
Partners (Affi  liates) of the Grand Forks Area Association of 
REALTORS®. Committee members will also participate in 
the Listen Center’s Christmas tree program. Area businesses 
decorate Christmas trees which are then donated to needy 
families in Grand Forks. All monies from this program go the 
Listen Center in Grand Forks. Lastly, we are preparing for this 
year’s North Dakota Association of REALTORS® and Minnesota 
REALTORS® Ring Day.

John Colter,
Association Executive

To advertise in the

ND REALTOR®
Contact Sarah at

1-800-658-3485
or email:

bhgads@bhgnews.com

Congratulations to Mitzi Bestall (RE/MAX Bakken Realty) for 
being selected as REALTOR® of the Year and to Rebecca Holmen 
(ND Guaranty & Title) for being selected as the Affi  liate of the 
Year for the Williston Board of REALTORS®! 

Mitzi Bestall, President Elect, conducted New Member 
Installation for Feliciti Ebel and Paula Jarland at the General 
Membership meeting in October.  We also held a food drive 
at the meeting which brought in much-needed items for the 
Salvation Army.   

Several members attended the NAR Annual Convention in 
Orlando.  Most were fi rst-time attendees and got a lot out of 
the convention experience.   

We are excited to participate in ND Association of REALTORS® 
Ring Day on December 2nd.  Our Public Relations/Events 
Committee has cooked up a contest between offi  ces that will 
make for some fun competition!

On December 8th we will have our Holiday Party with a social, 
dinner and auction. The proceeds will go to local charities 
including Christmas for Kids and All Veterans Reunion/CFV.  

Welcome to the start of the holiday season!

Jane Marum,
Association Executive

Williston Chips continued from page 7

OLD WEST COMPANIES, INC.
PO Box 9106

Rapid City, SD  57709-9106

We Service Contracts For
Deed & Mortgages

We Escrow Taxes & Insurance
DOCUMENTS REMAIN IN

SOUTH DAKOTA

Our Immediate Courteous Service
is Recommended by

REALTORS® - ATTORNEYS – BANKERS

CALL 605-348-6505
for sample letter of

transmittal and schedule of charges
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Skip GreenbergSkip Greenberg
Realtor/Broker, ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI
Offi  ce:701-772-6641**800-884-5933
Cell: 701-739-6641*H 701-772-9323
sgreenberg@greenbergrealty.com
3651 S. Columbia Rd, Grand Forks, ND

A Legal ReviewA Legal Review

Casey Chapman, Attorney at 
Law, NDAR Legal Counsel    

This Property Is 
“Coming Soon” ???
I have dealt with real estate issues for 
many years. I must admit that, until I 
fi elded questions from two separate 
brokers on the issue of “Coming Soon” 
signs, all within the last few months, I 

had never previously dealt with the issue.

There are many facets to this issue. In fact, Lyn Dwyer pointed 
me to a recent article on the subject by Susan Dioury, who 
is the legal counsel for risk management for the Minnesota 
Association of REALTORS®. In her article, she explored the 
subject from a variety of angles, including fi duciary duty, Code 
of Ethics, etc. It is a good article, and I commend it to you.

I, on the other hand, want to address a very specifi c facet of 
this issue. In fact, it is the question that was addressed in both 
inquiries, i.e., does a North Dakota licensee need a listing 
agreement before placing a “Coming Soon” sign on somebody’s 
lawn.

I found several references, which initially move us in the 
direction of an answer. First, the statute on licensee discipline, 
Section 43-23-11.1(1)(i), (page 8 in the Red Book), says that it is 
a disciplinary violation if the agent is “off ering real property 
for sale or lease without the knowledge and consent of the 
owner or the owner’s authorized agent or on any terms other 
than those authorized by the owner or agent.” Then, in the 
regulations, which are approved by the Real Estate Commission, 
there is a reference at Section 70-02-03-10, (page 51 in the Red 
Book), entitled “For sale signs”, which says that “No signs shall be 
placed on any property for its sale or lease without the consent 
of the owner, or the owner’s duly authorized agent.” Both of 
those sections only talk about consent. If one were to rely on 
those sections alone, and the clear need for consent contained 
therein, the prudent licensee would make sure than any such 
consent is in writing.

However, neither of those sections specifi cally requires a signed 
listing agreement, in order to advertise the property. The only 
requirement is the consent of the owner. Thus, there could still 
be an open question, i.e., would simple written consent for a 
“Coming Soon” sign be enough, or should the writing comply 
with the requirements for a listing agreement?

In the Real Estate Commission regulations at Section 70-02-
03-04 (page 49 in the Red Book), entitled “Listings”, there is 
a rule that a written listing agreement is required whenever 

residential property, consisting of separate dwelling units for 
one through four families, is “advertised or off ered for sale.” 
Because of the “advertised or off ered for sale” language, it is 
my opinion that a licensee should not place any type of sign 
until the property is actually listed. I think that it is very possible 
(probable?) that the word “advertised” could be interpreted 
by the Real Estate Commission very broadly to include a 
“coming soon” sign. In such an interpretation, the Real Estate 
Commission could approach the issue from the standpoint that, 
in their eff ort to protect the public, the Commission may not 
want owners to be so closely linked to a brokerage without a 
listing agreement.

For example, what if a “Coming Soon” sign is authorized, 
without a listing agreement, and then, just when the property 
will be actively placed on the market, the owner becomes 
disenchanted with the agent and does not want to sign a listing 
agreement. The owner probably owes no obligation to the 
agent at that point, but, even so, one can imagine the agent 
arguing, “but I gave your house exposure and created interest, 
you can’t drop me now.” Does that create a fair environment for 
an owner making a decision on the marketing of the owner’s 
home and the accompanying terms of broker compensation? 
One can imagine that, and many other, complications.

Once the property is listed, the owner, to whom the licensee 
now owes a duty of obedience, clearly has the right to authorize 
a “coming soon” sign. At that point, though, the owner has 
the protection of a written understanding of the listing 
arrangement, and the agent has a written agreement on the 
terms of representation and compensation. So, the answer is….  
Get it listed fi rst!!!
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2016 Convention of the Dakotas a Success!
Along with our friends and neighbors from the South 
Dakota Association of REALTORS® over 544 REALTOR® family 
registrants took time from their busy schedules to attend 
the 2016 Convention of the Dakotas in Fargo, ND. The Fargo 
Moorhead Area Association of REALTORS® members and staff  
were excellent hosts and put on a wonderful convention at the 
Holiday Inn, Fargo that was full of networking opportunities, 
top-notch education, and a ton of entertainment. 

Board of Directors and Annual Membership Meetings: 
At the September BOD Meeting, Life Memberships for Bernard 
Pellenwessel and Edward Schnaible-Minot and Dean Nelson-
Grand Forks were approved.  Also approved were the 2017 
Budget and a donation of $5,000 to the REALTOR® Relief Fund 
to assist recently fl ooded areas in the south.  2015 NAR President 
Chris Polychron and NAR Region 8 VP Jim Cormier thanked ND 
REALTORS® for their support of RPAC and Calls For Action and 
for their dedication to the real estate industry.  Polychron said 
the goals for 2017 NAR President Bill Brown are to increase the 
percent of home ownership; to preserve the Mortgage Interest 
Deduction and property tax deductions; to preserve federal 
guarantee fi nancing through Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
and to encourage REALTORS® to plan for retirement through a 
course entitled, “Real Estate Investment-Building Wealth.”  At 
the Annual Membership Meeting a resolution was approved 
to support the 2017 Convention of the Dakotas in Aberdeen, 
South Dakota and seven changes to the Bylaws were approved 
(they were included in the August 2016 newsletter).

Election of 2017 Offi  cers and Installation:
President – Lyn Dwyer, RE/MAX Realty 1, Fargo; President Elect 
– Ben Schroeder, Park Co. REALTORS®, Fargo ; Vice President – 
Amy Hullet, Century 21 Landmark, Bismarck and recently the 
Director at Large was appointed by President Lyn – Jill Kjorstad, 
RE/MAX Bakken Realty, Williston.

State REALTOR® of the Year:  Amy Hullet, Century 21 
Landmark, Bismarck

Dakotas CRS Chapter Offi  cers 2017:  
Chair – Sharon Lunski, RE/MAX Grand, Grand Forks, ND; Finance 
Leader/Vice Chair, – Charlie Larkin, Diversifi ed Real Estate, LLC, 
Watertown, SD;  Education Chair – Cathie Ogdie, Ogdie Realty; 
Sioux Falls, SD; Membership Chair – TBD and Immediate Past 
Chair – Bud Hannah, RE/MAX in the Hills, Spearfi sh, SD.

2016 Dakotas CRS of the Year Award:  Bud Hannah, RE/MAX 
in the Hills, Spearfi sh

Omega Tau Rho Awards:  For 10 years of dedicated service 
as the CEO of NDAR, Jill Beck, North Dakota Association of 
REALTORS®, Bismarck; for her 10 years of dedicated service 
as an Association Executive, Marti Kaiser, Fargo; as the 2016 
NDAR President – Cindy Harvey, Elite Real Estate, Minot; for 
his leadership role as Dakota CRS chair, Bud Hannah, RE/MAX 
in the Hills, Spearfi sh SD; and for over 40 years of continued 
membership in all three levels of the REALTOR® family-local, 

state, and national as REALTOR® Emeritus – Char Broten, Reuben 
Liechty REALTORS®, Jamestown, and James Hoppe, Century 21 
Morrison Realty, Bismarck.

Charities Fundraising Eff orts:
Spare Key was once again the charity that was focused on at 
the convention.  In the end it is expected to be able to count 
nearly $17,872.85 in total revenue from their time in Fargo.  
This includes what was raised at the convention as well as the 
luncheon. A matching grant of $15,000 will also be added to 
this total by Western Refi ning Northern Tier Oil Transport, which 
operates in the Bakken areas of Stanley and Williston, ND.

Good Neighbor Award:  For recognition of her eff orts in 
community and charitable service with the Stutsman County 
Relay for Life, Diann Loper, Midstate Realty in Jamestown, ND.

New NDAR RPAC Hall of Fame Members:  Jodi Tollefson, Park 
Co. Realtors®, Fargo; Kevin Fisher, Park Co. Realtors®, Fargo; Amy 
Hullet, Century 21 Landmark, Bismarck.

Congratulations to All!!

A big Thank you to the Fargo Moorhead Area Association of 
Realtors® for the great education and entertainment - everyone 
left with a smile on their face, renewed friendships, and business 
referrals.

For photos of the convention, check out our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/NorthDakotaRealtors 

See pages 12 & 13 fwor photos from the convention

Darcy Herman
Jamestown, ND
fi rstchoice@daktel.com

Provider of Quality Home
Inspection Services

“Looking Out For You”

ND License #98
Member,

American Society of Home InspectorsLicense for North Dakota
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2016 State REALTOR® of the Year:
Amy Hullet,

Century 21 Landmark, Bismarck

2016 Dakotas
CRS of the Year Award: 

Bud Hannah,
RE/MAX in the Hills, 

Spearfi sh, SD

2017 Offi  cer Installation 

2016 Convention of th
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Western Refi ning Northern Tier Oil Transport
matching donation

Some convention attendees participated in the “Creatively Uncorked” event

Dueling Pianos was another fantastic event
during the convention

he Dakotas Highlights
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408 N. Broadway, Minot, ND 58703 

COMMERCIAL SALES & LEASING 
“Years of experience and  

like fine wine improving with age.” 
Blake A Krabseth 

701-720-1786 (cell) 701-852-1156 (office) 

NDAR membership dues once again 
remain unchanged from the last few 
years but they are coming due soon.  
Please check with your local board 
for the deadline as they diff er. Make 
sure you pay by the due date so you 
don’t have any interruption in your 
NDAR membership services.  With 

prompt payment you will not notice any change in benefi ts 
received from your local, state or national association.  If not 
paid to NDAR by December 31 it will result in membership 
being suspended and a re-instatement fee.   We thank each of 
you for your continued membership.  NDAR’s membership is 
now approximately 1,750 REALTOR® Members and 280 Business 
Partners (formerly known as Affi  liate Members). 

Watch for nomination forms coming out in December for 
the Claus Lembke Political Involvement Award.  The award 
recognizes those REALTOR® members who have signifi cantly 
advanced the legislative agenda of the North Dakota 
Association of REALTORS® through political involvement both 
in the public arena and on REALTOR® political issues.  

We just returned from the National REALTORS® convention 
in Orlando, FL and happy to report  60+ members were in 
attendance.  Below are highlights of the meetings:

Commitment to Excellence Framework Passed
The Board approved the framework of the Commitment 
to Excellence (C2EX) program, an initiative to develop and 
enhance qualities that refl ect the commitment of a REALTOR® 
to ethics, advocacy, technology, data privacy, and customer 
service. As part of the voluntary program, which is contingent 
on the approval of funding by the Finance Committee and the 
Board of Directors, NAR will develop a self-assessment designed 
to measure a REALTOR®’s profi ciency in the C2EX competencies 

and position him or her for improvement. The program will be 
made available to members through a website and a mobile 
app known as C2EX Central. NAR will cover the full cost of 
the Commitment to Excellence program and administer it. 
(Note that we have several NDAR members who serve on the NAR 
Professional Standards Committee who will be working through 
parts of this program as it moves forward.  Professionalism in our 
industry comes up at every meeting that we have, as well as NAR 
and I am sure at the local level as well and this may be a start to 
more professionalism in our industry).’

Former NAR presidents to head CEO search
The Delegate Body approved a Constitutional change to permit 
the Leadership Team to appoint a committee to identify a new 
CEO for the organization and select the CEO without requesting 
approval from the Board. Work begins after the meeting to 
fi nd a replacement for CEO Dale Stinton, who will retire at the 
end of 2017. President Tom Salomone reported to the Board of 
Directors and Delegate Body that Chris Polychron, NAR’s 2015 
president, will chair the search committee, and Cathy Whatley, 
NAR’s 2003 president, will serve as co-chair. The full search 
committee will be named in a matter of weeks.

Board structure changes
The Delegate Body approved minor changes to the composition 
of NAR’s Board of Directors, the fi rst structural changes to 
that group since 2000. Over those 17 years, the industry and 
the association have seen signifi cant advances, and national 
membership has grown by 58 percent. In that context, NAR’s 
Leadership Team asked REALTORS® and association executives 
from across the country to take a comprehensive look at the 
composition of the Board of Directors. A presidential advisory 
group, appointed by President Tom Salomone, recommended 
a series of Constitutional changes. The most controversial of 
the amendments, which proposed to change the allocation 
formula for state and local association representatives to the 
board, were defeated by the Delegate Body. To learn more, read 
REALTOR® Magazine’s coverage of the board structure changes. 
(Note:  that there were no changes that would have impacted our 
director allotment – we are one of the smallest of the small.)

Fair Housing
The Board voted to “support and/or initiate” legislative and 
regulatory eff orts that would bar discriminating against people 
seeking to procure housing based on their sexual orientation 
or gender identity. The Federal Fair Housing Act protects equal 
housing opportunity on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status and national origin, but not on the 
basis of sexual orientation and gender identity.  (Note:  Guessing 
this topic will be discussed at our upcoming Government Aff airs 
meeting with the 2017 Legislature nearing). 

Appraisals
The Board voted to urge FHA to void its requirement that an 
appraisal stays with the property for 120 days. The requirement to 
keep an appraisal with a property for four months can negatively 
aff ect property values in markets where prices are rising.

Patent-infringement insurance

Did You Know see page 15

Did You Know?Did You Know?
Jill Beck
NDAR CEO        
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The Board approved a recommendation by the Legal Action 
Committee to purchase liability insurance for NAR itself, 
REALTOR®-owned MLSs, and state and local associations to 
protect against patent-infringement claims by “patent trolls,”  
which profi t by seeking fees for use of overly broad patents 
that they own.

Reports
Top-level domain.  Bob Goldberg, president and CEO of the 
REALTORS® Information Network and a senior vice president 
for NAR, gave a report on NAR’s .REALTOR top-level domain, 
announcing that in December, the association will transition 
its main website, REALTOR.org, to a new web address, NAR.
REALTOR.

Realtors Property Resource®. Dale Ross, CEO of Realtors Property 
Resource®, updated directors about RPR®’s Advanced Multi-List 
Platform™ (AMP™) and Project Upstream initiatives. Ross said 
both initiatives are on time and under budget. Ross said RPR® 
achieved a key milestone by presenting a live demonstration 
of AMP™ during the REALTORS® Conference & Expo. He added 
that 94 percent of all residential listings in the United States are 
on the RPR® system, and that 92 percent of MLSs use it.
Amy Hullet, Bismarck, NDAR 2016 REALTOR® of the Year was 
recognized on stage with her peers from the other states at 
the General Session.

President Elect Lyn Dwyer, Fargo presented, along with 
Minnesota Association of REALTORS®, Patty Zuzek, at the State 
Leadership Group on the joint eff orts with the Salvation Army 
for the North Dakota Association of REALTORS® Ring Day that 
is happening in approximately 32 states. 

It was a very busy time with meetings, education and evening 
events that were part of the conference.  Thank you to all who 
attended and represented NDAR at meetings and Board of 
Directors. 

Did You Know continued from page 14

2017 Legislative Session - 
REALTORS® Legislative Impact Day
REALTORS®!  Mark your calendars now for next year’s REALTORS® 
Legislative Impact Day.   It will be on Wednesday, February 
15.   That is the day REALTORS® and Home Builders go to the 
Capitol to meet with legislators and educate them on the value 
of REALTORS® and Home Builders and the positive economic 
impact we have on our communities.   This day also gives us 
an opportunity to share important policy messages with our 
legislators and allows us to share statistics and inform them 
about what has been happening in the real estate industry in 
their communities.   We will have tables for each local board 
set up in the Memorial Hall so local associations can share 
information specifi c to their legislative districts.

We meet early in the morning at the Capitol and attend 
committee hearings where legislation that impacts REALTORS® 
is being heard.   Then we adjourn to the Brynhild Haugland 
Room and receive an update from our REALTOR® legislators 
and House and Senate leaders on important legislation.  Next 
we sit in on the House and Senate sessions as they debate and 
pass or defeat legislation.  This year we’re asking everyone to 
wear their blue REALTOR® R t-shirts to make it obvious that it’s 
our day at the legislature.  Finally we host a social at the Ramada 
to thank legislators for being supportive of the REALTOR® Party.

More information will be forthcoming as the day approaches, 
but mark your calendars now...we’d love to have a massive 
turnout! 

WE WELCOME
new advertisers

to the
ND REALTOR®

Contact Sarah at
1-800-658-3485

or email:
bhgads@bhgnews.com
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Lyn Dwyer
Fargo

President

Amy Hullet
Bismarck

Vice President

Ben Schroeder
Fargo 

President-Elect

Congratulations to the 2017 NDAR offi  cers elected during 
the General Membership/Board of Directors meeting held 
at the 2016 Convention of the Dakotas, Fargo ND.

Jill Kjorstad
Williston

Director at Large

2017 Officers Elected
Also appointed as the NDAR Director at Large by 2017 
NDAR President Lyn Dwyer is Jill Kjorstad, Williston.



www.ndrealtors.com

17

       2017 National Committee Appointments 
 

Daryl Braham 
Board of Directors 

 
Broker Involvement Council 

 
Professional Standards 

Committee  

Lyn Dwyer 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Professional Standards 
Committee 

Scott Louser 
 

RPAC Fundraising Forum 
 

RPAC Trustees Fundraising 
Committee 

 

Nancy Deichert 
 

Multiple Listing Issues and 
Policies Committee 

 
Professional Standards 

Committee 
 

Cindy Harvey 
 

RPAC Major Investor Council 
 

Risk Management Committee 

Shari Anhorn 
 
 

Consumer Communications 
Committee 

 
 

Joshua Boschee 
 

Housing Opportunity Committee 
 
 

Scott Breidenbach 
 

RPAC Participation Council 
 

 
Nancy Willis 

 
State & Local Issues Policy 

Committee 
 

Karin Haskell 
 

Consumer Communications 
Committee 

 
Ben Schroeder 

 
Data Strategies Committee 

 
 

 
 

David Lanpher 
 

Real Property Valuation 
Committee 

 
 

Larry Louser 
 

REALTOR® Party Member 
Involvement Committee 

 
Vicki Roller 

 
Board of Directors 

 
Membership Policy & Board 

Jurisdiction Committee 
 

Amy Hullet 
 

State & Local Issues Policy 
Committee 

 
 

Dewey Uhlir 
 

State & Local Issues Policy 
Committee 

 
 

Greg Larson 
 

Insurance Committee 
 

Jerry Youngberg 
 

Risk Management Issues 
Committee 

Jill Beck: NDAR CEO – Meeting & Conference Committee 

Diversity Committee
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Nancy R. Willis,
NDAR GAD                     

RPAC CornerRPAC Corner

NAR and NDAR were successful putting 
RPAC dollars to work!  NAR invested in 
our federal representatives and U.S. 
Sen. John Hoeven and U.S. Rep. Kevin 
Cramer were re-elected.

NDAR invested $28,500 in statewide 
candidate races and all eight of our 
endorsed and supported  candidates 

were successful in winning offi  ce – a 100% success rate.

In the ND House, Local Boards invested $21,396 in candidate 
endorsements and support for 33  candidates.  Of those 
candidates, 27 were elected. A success rate of 82%. 

In the ND Senate, Local Boards invested $11,659 in candidate 
endorsements and support for 16 candidates.  Of those 
candidates, 11 were elected. A success rate of 69%.

Surprisingly, quite a few 
i n c u m b e n t ,  n o t a b l e 
lawmakers were ousted, 
two GOP and 15 Democrat.

Mac Schneider,  D - 42 
(2009) Senate Minority 
Leader and  Kent Onstad, 
D-4 (2001) House Minority 
Leader, both lost  their 

races.  Kylie Oversen, D-42 (2013), executive director, Democratic-
NPL Party and Phil Murphy, D-20 (2011) Minority Caucus leader 
also lost.  Other Democrats that lost were Bill  Amerman, D-26 
(2003); Jerry Kelsh, D-26 (2008); Bob Hunskor,  D-6 (2001); Jessica 
Haak, D-12 (2013); Marie Strinden, D-18 (2013); Gail Mooney, 
D-20 (2013); Naomi Muscha, D-24 (2013); David  O’Connell, D-6 
(1989); Tyler Axness, D-16 (2013); Connie Triplett,  D-18 (2003) and 
George Sinner, D-46 (2013).  On the GOP side, Blair Thoreson, 
R-44 (1999), Chair, Govt. Operations Subcommittee, House 
Appropriations, and Tim Flakoll, R-44 (1998), Chair, Senate 
Education, were not re-elected.  The GOP gained 9 seats in the 
House and 6 seats in the Senate.

Unfortunately, Ben Hanson, REALTOR®, D-16 (2013), lost his  re-
election bid; however, two new legislators, Scott Meyer, Senate, 
Business Partner, and Steve Vetter, REALTOR®, House, both R-18, 
and members of the Grand Forks Area Association of REALTORS® 
were elected and Rep. Josh Boschee, D-44, REALTOR®, Fargo was 
re-elected.  That gives NDAR representation from six member 
legislators!  Thank you for voting and for your investments in 
RPAC!

NDAR Member REALTORS® Earn 
RPAC ND Hall of Fame Status
Three North Dakota Association of REALTORS® members 
recently were inducted into the NDAR REALTOR® Political 
Action Committee (RPAC) Hall of Fame at the Convention of 
the Dakotas.

NDAR President Cindy Harvey, Minot (far left) and 2015 Na-
tional Association of REALTORS® President, Chris Polychron 
(far right) congratulate 2016 RPAC Hall of Fame Inductees 
(l-r) Jodi Tollefson and Kevin Fisher, Fargo and Amy Hullet, 
Bismarck.

REALTORS® Kevin Fisher, Park Co. REALTORS® and Jodi Tollefson, 
Park Company REALTORS®, Fargo Moorhead Area Association 
of REALTORS® and Amy Hullet, Century 21 Landmark Realty, 
Bismarck Mandan Board of REALTORS®, were presented awards 
and recognized for each contributing an aggregate of $10,000 
over the years to NDAR’s Political Action Committee or Political 
Action Fund (called Issues & Mobilization).  

RPAC, the REALTORS® POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE, is non-
partisan and supports candidates who support the real estate 
industry.  Issues Mobilization addresses issues that impact the 
real estate industry.

To advertise in the

ND REALTOR®
Contact Sarah at 1-800-658-3485
or email: bhgads@bhgnews.com
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North Dakota Association 
of REALTORS® Ring Day

Friday, December 2, 2016
Mark your calendars for North Dakota Association of REALTORS® 
Ring Day, December 2, 2016, and join us in a common cause 
to do the most good.   You can be part of continuing the 
single largest community outreach activity ever taken on by a 
professional organization.

The Salvation Army operates hundreds of housing facilities that 
provide everything from one night of shelter to a permanent 
home.   Every night, The Salvation Army houses more than 
27,000 people across America. 

In addition to providing housing, The Salvation Army off ers 
rent and mortgage assistance for families facing foreclosures. 

Gather your fellow REALTORS®, affi  liate members, friends and 
family, and call your local board to reserve your “ring” time!

 

 

  
NORTH DAKOTA ASSOCIATION OF 

REALTORS®  

RING DAY 

Friday, December 2 

 

 

Donations you collect fund Salvation Army  

programs and services in your community. 

 

Reserve your spot today! 
RealtorRingDay.com 
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Government Aff airs UpdateGovernment Aff airs Update

Nancy R. Willis,
NDAR GAD                     

The elections have taken place and I 
want to touch briefl y on the results of 
the statewide ballot measures.

•     Measure 1 was approved by 82.10% 
of voters.  The law now prohibits 
an individual from serving in the 
legislative assembly, unless the 
individual lives in the district from 

which he or she was elected.

•  Measure 2 was approved by 64.29% of voters.  Previously 
the law required that 10% of the revenue from oil 
extraction taxes be deposited in the common schools 
trust fund and 10% in the foundation aid stabilization 
fund.  The principle of the foundation aid stabilization 
fund could be expended by order of the Governor, only 
to off set reductions in state aid to school districts due 
to a revenue shortage.  This measure now allows the 
legislative assembly, in addition to the Governor, to 
use any excess principal balance of the foundation aid 
stabilization fund, not just to off set reductions in state 
aid to school districts, but also for education-related 
purposes whenever the balance exceeds 15% of the 
general fund appropriation for state aid to school districts 
for the most recently completed biennium.  

•  Measure 3 or “Marsy’s Law” was approved by 62.02% of 
voters.  It grants certain rights to victims of crime in the 
state and outlines what those rights are.

•  Measure 4 was rejected by 61.67% of voters and would 
have increased taxes on tobacco products signifi cantly 
with the proceeds allocated among the State’s general 
fund, a veteran’s tobacco trust fund and the community 
health trust fund.

•  Measure 5 was approved by 63.80% of voters.  It allows 
the use of “medical” marijuana for defined medical 
conditions.  Individuals wishing to take advantage of this 
new treatment need to register with the department of 
health and meet all criteria.  If approved an ID card will 
be issued and a patient may receive up to three ounces 
of usable marijuana.  An individual could be licensed to 
grow marijuana in his/her home if they are more than 40 
miles from the nearest registered facility.

The 2017 Legislative Session begins on Tuesday, January 3 and 
we are gearing up for that.  We will have a Government Aff airs 
Committee meeting in Bismarck on Thursday, December 8 
to update our policy book, review any legislation we have in 

hand and fi nalize details for Legislative Impact Day, which is 
scheduled for February 15.

Legislation we will be monitoring includes proposals that would 
transfer the expense of county social services from the county 
to the state and will impact the 12% property tax reduction;  
would transfer the remaining 20% expense for K-12  from the 
local municipalities to the state (at present it is 80% state/20% 
local) and also impact the 12% property tax reduction; would 
expand the power of eminent domain authority by water 
boards to allow for “quick take”; would require that beginning 
in 2018 carbon monoxide alarms must be installed in residences 
and multiple unit buildings that are leased or rented or when 
ownership is transferred and must be added to building codes; 
would increase recorder fees; would clean up language in NDCC 
for appraisers to match required federal language; would clarify 
One Call excavation regulations; revisions to Agricultural laws 
in NDCC to ensure changes do not have a negative impact on 
property rights; would establish a pilot program for mapping 
at risk fl ood areas; would address how city assessors assess 
multi-family buildings; would update sales price disclosure 
parameters and of course, anything related to property taxes 
or taxes that aff ect political subdivisions; anything related to 
the Fargo-Moorhead Area Diversion Project and anything that 
impacts homeowner or property rights and /or the real estate 
industry.

We are fortunate to have six member legislators looking out 
for our interests.  They are:

•  Rep. Thomas R. Beadle (R-27), REALTOR®, Commercial 
Broker, Keller Williams Roers Realty, Fargo; 

• Rep. Joshua A. Boschee (D-44), REALTOR®, Hatch Realty, 
Fargo; 

• Rep. Tom D. Kading (R-45), REALTOR®, Precision Group, 
LLC, Fargo; 

• Rep. Scott C. Louser (R-5), REALTOR®/ Broker/ Owner, 
NextHome Legendary Properties, Minot; 

• Sen. Scott Meyer (R-18), Business Partner, Home Mortgage 
Consultant, CornerStone Mortgage, Grand Forks

• Rep. Steve Vetter (R-18), REALTOR®, The Appraisal Offi  ce, 
Grand Forks.

Be sure to save the Legislative Impact Day date on your 
calendars, Wednesday, February 15, 2017 and as we have done 
in the past, we will be hosting weekly, noon conference calls 
to update you on Legislative activities beginning on Friday, 
January 13, 2017.  This conference call is open to everyone.

As we end 2016, I would like to thank all of our members for 
your support both through investments in RPAC and Issues and 
your participation in REALTOR® Party activities including Calls 
for Action, the Broker Involvement Program and getting out to 
vote, as well as NDAR meetings, conferences and conventions.  
Our successful advocacy eff orts would not be possible without 
your active involvement!  As we begin 2017 let’s continue to 
Vote!  Act!  Invest! 
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This year’s REALTOR® Convention of the Dakotas set a new mark 
for generosity as hundreds of REALTORS® from North Dakota 
Association of REALTORS  and  South Dakota Association of 
REALTORS®  donated nearly $18,000 to Spare Key! On top of 
this, Western Refi ning gifted us with an incredible matching 
donation of $15,000 which means nearly $33,000 was raised 
in Fargo!

For three years we’ve been honored to be a part of this 
convention. The South Dakota and North Dakota Association of 
REALTORS® have allowed us to raise nearly $80,000 in combined 
donations and challenges grants!

For more information visit www.sparekey.org 

Since 1997 Spare Key has been helping families 
in Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Wisconsin “Bounce and not Break” with a mortgage 
or rental grant on their behalf while their critically ill 
or seriously injured child recovers in the hospital.

Calendar of Events 

Updated 11/15/16 

2016   
 
 
Dec  2          ND Association of REALTORS® Ring          
    Day 

 
2017 

Feb  7-8       ND Housing Conference  Bismarck, ND 
Feb 14-16 NDAR Meetings & Leg Impact Day               
                    Bismarck, ND 
Mar 17-20    AE Institute                           Denver, CO 
May 15-20   REALTORS®  Legislative Mtgs 
                                                             Washington, DC 
Aug 13-14    NAR Leadership Summit     Chicago, IL 
Sept 13-15   REALTOR® Convention of the Dakotas   
               Aberdeen, SD 
Nov 1-6        NAR Convention                  Chicago, IL 
Dec  1          ND Association of REALTORS® Ring    
    Day 
 
        

                                     2018 
Mar 23-26    AE Institute                        Charlotte, NC 
Aug 20-21   NAR Leadership Summit      Chicago, IL  
Oct 31-Nov 5  NAR Convention               Boston, MA 
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Let Us Help 
Your Clients 

Relocating to Fargo!

701.237.5031 | 1.800.288.7316
RelocationFargo.com

Jill Carlson
Relocation Specialist

Community & School Tours
Guides to Social, Cultural & 
Recreational Activities
School Information
Home Purchasing 
Information
Rental Information
Community Statistics

By Sam Silvestein

Neglecting to disclose material information.

The old saying that honesty is the best policy holds especially 
true when it comes to real estate. Be sure to let prospective 
buyers know key facts about a listing up front—even if they 
may cause some people to hesitate before making an off er—
instead of waiting until later in the sales process or, worse, not 
saying anything at all.

“Disclosure upfront may be tough initially, but it’s better than a 
lawsuit,” says Robert A. Sayas, an attorney with Sayas, Schmuki, 
Rondini & Plum S.C. in Wauwatosa, Wisc. “Disclosing early is 
like a boxer taking a jab. You can recover. But a lawsuit is a 
knock-out punch.”

In addition, be sure to check with an attorney or title company 
if you’re unsure of anything you tell prospective buyers about 
a home, advises Terry Tremaine, an agent with Century 21 Mike 
Bowman in Grapevine, Texas. “It gives everyone a comfort level, 
and will project on to the sellers.”

Using an incomplete property description.

A property’s street address may be all you need to fi nd it on 
a map, but you generally have to give more specifi c details—
such as lot and block numbers—to properly fi ll out real estate 
paperwork. “Laws are very exacting regarding what constitutes 
a legal description,” and you could find yourself with an 
unenforceable sales contract if you don’t provide the required 
information, says Michael Baucum, a transactional real estate 
attorney in San Antonio. Check with local tax authorities if you’re 
not sure what you need to include.

Weighing in on a home’s condition.

You may be an expert on selling properties—but that doesn’t 
mean you should be in the business of advising people on 
their physical shape. If a client asks if a system in their home 
needs repairs before the property goes on the market, or 
a visitor inquires about a home’s condition during an open 
house, resist the temptation to off er your opinion. Instead, tell 
them to consult a certifi ed property inspector, advises Brian 
Copeland, chief of broker services for Village Real Estate Services 
in Nashville, Tenn.

“Your job is to negotiate which [recommended] repairs to do,” 
not decide if something needs to be fi xed, says Copeland. “We 
are not contractors or structural engineers. We are marketers. 
Our expertise is to keep the deal together and make the 
customer happy. Giving opinions outside of your expertise is 
a huge legal pitfall.”

Saying whether a neighborhood is “safe.”

You may have your opinions about whether a particular street 

is good for families with children or dicey after dark, but sharing 
how you feel could be a fair-housing violation. Your best bet 
is to let clients know that you can’t answer questions about 
whether a neighborhood is safe. Instead, point people toward 
crime statistics and other objective data, or recommend they 
look around the area at diff erent times of day on their own to 
get a fi rsthand view of what it would be like to live there, says 
Copeland.

“It’s a slippery slope, so you have to be a steward of your words,” 
says Copeland. “You can’t let your guard down and start saying 
things that don’t have a place in our profession.”

As a writer-producer for the National Association of REALTORS® 
based in Washington, Sam Silverstein develops articles and videos 
for NAR’s members and others interested in its activities, statistics 
and research. You can contact him at SSilverstein@realtors.
org.  Reprinted from REALTOR® Magazine Online, July 2016 with 
permission of the National Association of REALTORS®.  Copyright 
2016. All rights reserved.

4 Behaviors That Could Get You Sued
Staying out of legal trouble means knowing what you need to say – 

and when to say nothing at all. 
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Badlands Board
1st Look Inspection 20/20 Home Inspection Jorge L. Pagan

American Bank Center A+ Nordic Home Inspection Lake Agassiz Habitat Resource

Choice Financial Group All American Commercial Title Lakeland Appraisal Service

Consolidated Alerus Financial Larson Home Inspection, LLC

Cornerstone Bank American Federal Bank Luther's Appraisal Service

Dacotah Bank Ams Home Inspection, LLC Midcontinent Communications

Dakota Community Bank Arch Mortgage Ins Co Mid America Inspection Services

Dakota West Inpsection Service A-Team Inspections, LLC National Property Inspections

Denny's Electric Bauer Inspections, LLC ND Guaranty & Title

Dickinson Area Chamber of Commerce American Bank Center Lady J's Catering Baymont Inn & Suites Northern States Inspection

Dickinson - Assessors Office America's Home Loans Legacy Storage Solutions Be More Colorful Northern Title Co.

Dickinson Press Bain Agency Mahlum Goodhart, PC Bell State Bank & Trust Northwestern Bank

Don's Filters & Furnace Baymont Inn Meridian Land Surveys Beutler Home Inspection Northwestern Mutual

Ebeltoft Sickler Lawyers BEK Communications Midcontinent Communications BlackRidge Bank OnPoint Insurance Services

ENG Lending Bis Man Development Assoc ND Guaranty & Title Border Appraisals Park Company Mortgage

First Dakota Title Bismarck Mandan Elks Lodge ND Guaranty & Title (Mandan) Bremer Bank Plains Title LLC

Floor to Ceiling Carpet One Bismarck Mandan Home Builders ND Housing Finance Agency Cambria Suites Professional Real Estate Consult.

Gate City Bank Bismarck Title Company ND Real Estate Commission Capital Credit Union Radisson Hotel Fargo

Homestar Financial Corp. Bismarck Tribune Plains Commerce Bank Loan Cass-Clay Appraisals, Inc Rainbow Internat'l Restoration

Howe & Howe BlackRidge Bank Prime Property Inspections, LLC Cass County Abstract Ramada Plaza & Suites

HUB International Insurance BNC National Bank Professional Property Inspection Cass County Director Ramsey National Bank

Jon's Home Comforts, Inc Bremer Bank Quality Title Cass County Electric Rebuilding Together F-M

Kirkwood Bank & Trust Capitol City Advertising Railway Credit Union Castle Home Inspection Red River Home Inspectors

Kristi Schwartz Agency/Allstate Capital Credit Union Ramada Hotel Bismarck Central Minnesota Credit Union Regency Title, Inc.

Kubik Bogner Ridl & Selinger Chapman & Chapman P.C. Ramkota Hotel Change is Good River Cites Home Inspection

Mackoff Kellogg Law Firm Choice Financial Reiten Television Choice Financial Group RTM Group

Nodak Mutual Insurance Choice Financial Insurance Rocky Gordon & Company City of Fargo Rubicon Mortgage Advisors

ND Guaranty & Title Cornerstone Bank Rubicon Mortgage Advisors City of Moorhead Sandberg Law Office

Patriot Home Inspections Dakota Awards Security First Bank of ND City of West Fargo Schwarz Appraisal Company

Prairie Marketing Association Dakota Community Bank & Trust Starion Bank Clay County Abstract Company ServPro of Fargo-Moorhead

Premier Home Mortgage eLending Now State Farm Insurance Colin Solum, Appraiser Simple Website Creations

Queen City Abstract & Title First Community Credit Union Superior Insurance Agency Cornerstone Bank Starion Financial

Real Estate & Rental Guide First International Bank & Trust The Mortgage Company Costco Wholesale Staybridge Suites

Roughrider Electric Flash Printing US Bank Home Mortgage Dabbert Custom Homes Stillwell Appraisal Services

Stark Development Corporation FM Mortgage Corp Vue Credit Union Design Direction Superior Insurance Agency, Inc

Wells Fargo Gate City Bank Wells Fargo Home Mortgage DJ Colter Agency, Inc The Forum Publishing Co.

Western Coop Credit Union Horizon Financial Bank DJ's Home Inspection, Inc The Mortgage Company

Minot Board Kirkwood Bank & Trust Edward Jones The Real Estate Book

Allstate Insurance Eid-Co Buildings, Inc. The Title Company

American Bank Center All State/Kristi Schwarz Agency Schau Appraisals Element Fargo Tinjum Appraisal Company

Bertsch Home Inspection American State Bank Stone Countertop Outlet Everything Has A Home Town & Country Credit Union

Bremer Bank Dakota Appraisal & Consulting Thelen Appraisal Fiebiger, Swanson, West Tri-State Inspection

Central Home Inspections Farm Credit Services of ND Western Coop Credit Union Financial Business Systems TRN Abstract & Title

City Assessors Office First National Bank Williams County Abstract First Class Mortgage Union State Bank

Clean Tech First International Bank Williams County Tax Director First Community Credit Union US Bank Home Mortgage

Country Financial Gate City Bank Windsong Custom Homes First International Bank Valley Mortgage

Dacotah Bank Major Mortgage F-M Mortgage Corporation Value It

eLending Now ND Guaranty & Title Foto Art & Design VISIONBank Mortgage & Loan

Elite Property Inspection Perry Appraisals Gate City Bank Weber Home Inspections, LLC

Farmers Union Insurance Great North Insurance Service Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

First International Bank Green Home Inspections Western State Bank

First Westen Bank 1st State Bank Grant H Shaft, PLLC Harwood State Bank Wilkin County Assessors Office

Gate City Bank Alerus Financial In-Depth Inspections Heritage Homes Wold Johnson P.C.

Grand Hotel American Federal Bank Pillar to Post Home Inspection Hilton Garden Inn

Midcontinent Cable Bank Forward Priority Title Homeowners Financial Group

North Dakota Guaranty & Title Bremer Bank Reis Law Firm, PC Huss Appraisal, Inc

ServPro Choice Financial Rent-A-Home Innovative Abstract & Title

State Farm Cornerstone Mortgage Rubicon Mortgage Advisors, LLC Integrity 1st Insurance

Town & Country Credit Union Country Financial Steamatic Jordahl Custom Homes, Inc

United Community Bank Farmers Union Insurance United Valley Bank

First Class Mortgage US Bank Bank Forward Unison

Forx Builders Vilandre's First Choice Home Inspections

Frandsen Bank & Trust Wintrus Mortgage First Community Credit Union

Gate City Bank Gate City Federal Savings Bank

Grand Forks Abstract Jamestown Sun

Grand Forks City Assessor Stutsman County Abstract

Fargo Moorhead Area Association

Bismarck Mandan Board

Grand Forks Area Association

Williston Board

Jamestown Board

NDAR Business 
Partners

(Paid members as of 11/08/16)
Please patronize these businesses when possible and 

thank them for their support of the REALTOR®

organizations.
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North Dakota REALTOR®

318 West Apollo Ave.
Bismarck, ND 58503
701-355-1010
800-279-2361
info@ndrealtors.com

RITA SCHUSTER
REALTOR®  CRS, GRI
Res: 701-772-0027
Cellular: 701-739-0405
e-mail: rschuster@greenbergrealty.com
http://www.greenbergrealty.com

3651 South Columbia Rd • Grand Forks, ND 58201
Bus:  701-772-6641 • Toll Free: 1-800-884-5933

Elite Real Estate
1110 College Dr,

Suite #215
Bismarck, ND 58501

www.eliterealestatend.com

701-220-3903
VickiRoller@gmail.com

2014 President, ND Association of REALTORS®
2012 NDAR REALTOR® of the Year

Vicki Roller, 
REALTOR®

For Every Move You Make...See Me For Homes! CME4HMS

Approved by the North Dakota Real Estate Commission

 

• Online, enroll anytime!
• Course costs $60.
• Course qualifies for 3 CE credits for licensed agents.

North Dakota Real Estate Ethics & Professionalism
 CE Credit Course

1.800.CALL.UND     realestate.UND.edu   
For information or to enroll:  

ARELLO 

Certified


