
       

 
 2017 Legislative Session - REALTORS® Legislative Impact Day 

Appraisers Don’t Have to Test 
NAR notched a win when HUD released updates to its FHA single-family loan handbook that removed 

language requiring appraisers to operate stoves and other appliances to test how well they work. NAR asked 

for the language to be changed, because the requirement is more appropriate for home inspectors. HUD 

revised the language to require appraisers to note the appliances in the property.   

http://www.realtor.org/articles/fha-revises-handbook-on-appraisals?om_rid=AAAY3-&om_mid=_BX-

qfXB9TsCukL&om_ntype=INSWeekly  

 

 

Live Webcast: Understanding the New FHA Condo Financing Rules 
HUD officials are developing new rules that will make it easier for buyers to get loans to buy condominium 

units and improve the process condo projects must go through to get certified by the FHA. The rules, set to 

come out at the end of October, follow the passage earlier this year of a new law, H.R. 3700, designed to ease 

restrictions that have made it difficult for many creditworthy buyers to obtain mortgages for condos, a 

common entry point to homeownership in the United States. On Friday, Oct. 28, at 2 p.m. Eastern time, NAR 

is hosting a live webcast to help members understand the coming changes to the condo-financing and 

recertification processes. Guests will include two NAR staff members who played key roles in encouraging 

lawmakers to pass H.R. 3700. To register visit http://speakingofrealestate.blogs.realtor.org/2016/10/03/live-

webcast-understanding-the-new-fha-condo-financing-

rules/?om_rid=AACsWD&om_mid=_BYBNlpB9TyZm3L&om_ntype=RESMonthly#sf38186698  

 

 

 

 

REALTORS®!  Mark your calendars now for next year's REALTORS® Legislative Impact Day.  It will be 

on Wednesday, February 15.  That is the day REALTORS® and Home Builders go to the Capitol to meet 

with legislators and educate them on the value of REALTORS® and Home Builders and the positive 

economic impact we have on our communities.  This day also gives us an opportunity to share important 

policy messages with our legislators and allows us to share statistics and inform them about what has been 

happening in the real estate industry in their communities.  We will have tables for each local board set up in 

the Memorial Hall so local associations can share information specific to their legislative districts. 

 

We meet early in the morning at the Capitol and attend committee hearings where legislation that impacts 

REALTORS® is being heard.  Then we adjourn to the Brynhild Haugland Room and receive an update from 

our REALTOR® legislators and House and Senate leaders on important legislation.  Next we sit in on the 

House and Senate sessions as they debate and pass or defeat legislation.  This year we're asking everyone to 

wear their blue REALTOR® R t-shirts to make it obvious that it's our day at the legislature.  Finally we host a 

social at the Ramada to thank legislators for being supportive of the REALTOR® Party. 

 

More information will be forthcoming as the day approaches, but mark your calendars now...we'd love to have 

a massive turnout!  
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REALTOR® Party Post Election Live Webcast 
Register for the REALTOR® Party Post-Election Live Webcast on November 9, 2016 at 3 PM EDT. During 

this live webcast, NAR Senior Vice President Jerry Giovaniello and NAR Political Consultant Doug Sosnik 

will explain the impact of the election results at the federal, state and local levels. Jerry and Doug will also be 

available to answer questions from the audience.  To register visit 

http://events.dacast.com/?webcast_id=10&om_rid=AACsWD&om_mid=_BYBNlpB9TyZm3L&om_ntype=

RESMonthly  

 

REALTOR® Party Campaign Coverage 2016 
The REALTOR® Party has been busy this election season!  We are involved in more than 400 state and local 

candidate elections across the country and 460 congressional races, and are supporting more than 90 

REALTOR® Candidates who have stepped up to run for public office on the local, state or federal level.  We 

are also involved in several major ballot initiatives for important issues. That’s why we have created 

REALTOR® Party Campaign Coverage 2016 as a way for our members to follow all of the exciting 

REALTOR® Party returns on election night. Stay tuned to www.realtoractioncenter.com/elections and join 

the conversation on Facebook and Twitter using the hashtags #RPVotes and #REALTORParty. 

 

Now Accepting Applications for 30 Under 30 
Are you killing it in sales, taking on leadership roles, or making a difference in your community? You may 

have what it takes to join the ranks of the 30 Under 30 class of 2017. REALTOR® Magazine is accepting 

applications now through Jan. 17. North Dakota has had two members that have received this honor!  

2016 was Shari Anhorn with Brokers 12 Inc. - Minot, ND & in 2011 DelRae Zimmerman also with Brokers 

12, Inc. – Minot, ND was an honoree. 

Learn more about the program and how to apply by visiting http://realtormag.realtor.org/30-under-

30?om_rid=AACsWD&om_mid=_BYB$nFB9T$8CRe&om_ntype=YPNMonthly  

 
Want to be in the Know? Download the REALTOR® Mobile App 
Download the REALTOR® Party App and gain access to Calls for Action and more from NAR and NDAR. 

Simply text the word REALTORS to 30644. And from now until 10/31 be entered into a drawing for a $250 

Amazon gift card or a Fitbit Charge HR or reimbursement of your 2017 NAR dues! Do it NOW! 

 
 
2017 Flood Insurance Rates Released 
National Flood Insurance Program rates are set to rise an average of approximately 6 percent on April 1, 2017, 

less than the average for 2016. http://www.realtor.org/articles/2017-flood-insurance-rates?om_rid=AAAY3-

&om_mid=_BX9XfmB9TabfWi&om_ntype=INSWeekly  
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Why Won’t That Lender Give You the Closing Disclosure? 
Agents across the country say lenders are refusing to give them their client's closing disclosure, saying it's a 

privacy violation. But nothing in the law has changed to increase lenders' privacy liability, NAR says, and you 

can still access the document to advise your clients. The issue is a top story in The Voice for Real Estate news 

video which is on the NDAR homepage www.ndrealtors.com or at this link. 

http://www.realtor.org/videos/voice-for-real-estate-48-taxes-condo-cfa-trid-credit-scores?om_rid=AAAY3-

&om_mid=_BXdETmB9PMXX5N&om_ntype=INSWeekly  

 

 

 

 

ND REALTOR® Ring Day Right Around the Corner! 
NDAR once again will take the lead in efforts of state associations all around the country to "ring" in the 

holiday giving season.  Mark your calendars for ND REALTOR® Ring Day, December 2, 2016, and join us 

in a common cause to do the most good.  You can be part of continuing the single largest community outreach 

activity ever taken on by a professional organization. 

 

 The idea to hold ND REALTOR® Ring Day came about as the result of the NDAR Membership 

Committee’s brainstorming of a project in which NDAR could be involved and that would be carried 

out statewide.  We knew our members were involved in their own communities, but wanted to 

participate in a joint effort that would benefit all of our communities.  The Minot Board of 

REALTORS® had been doing it as a local board for several years prior and a Fargo REALTOR® 

made the initial contact to get it going. The Salvation Army was the perfect fit because it offers so 

many housing-related programs.  

 

 The Salvation Army operates hundreds of housing facilities that provide everything from one night of 

shelter to a permanent home.  Every night, The Salvation Army houses more than 27,000 people 

across America.  

 

 In addition to providing housing, The Salvation Army offers rent and mortgage assistance for families 

facing foreclosures.  

 

Gather your fellow REALTORS®, affiliate members, friends and family, and call your local board to 

reserve your "ring" time! 
 

 

 

 

Orlando 2016 – Educate Innovate Celebrate (November 4-7) 
The REALTORS® Conference & Expo is the place for members to get EDUCATED on future market trends, 

test out new INNOVATIONS that are changing real estate, and CELEBRATE the industry.  Discover the 

bright new ideas by attending real estate’s biggest event of the year. 

The REALTORS® Conference & Expo is the largest meeting exclusively for real estate professionals. Be 

here this November in sunny Orlando! 

This year's event includes: 

 100 education sessions led by industry experts 

 400 exhibitors in real estate's largest marketplace 

 Four affordable registration options 

 19,000 REALTORS® and guests to network and idea share with 
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